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Overview

​


This standard is about assisting game-shooting by loading shotguns. It relates to the knowledge and skills required by those handling, loading and passing shotguns to those shooting game.


This standard is for those who work within the game shooting sector and for those with the formal role of actively assisting the shooting of game.


To meet this standard you will be able to:
•
‍ 
prepare equipment needed to assist game-shooting by loading
•
‍ 
safely load and handle shotguns when applied to game-shooting activity
•
‍ 
maintain all necessary equipment to acceptable standards.


For you to fully understand the content of the standard, and the activities it describes, it is important that you are able to understand the terms used within the standard. See the Glossary for some definitions that should help you with this.

Performance criteria

You must be able to:

​



Knowledge and understanding

You need to know and understand:

​



Scope/range

​


Undertake all necessary checks to determine shotgun suitability in terms of:
•
‍ 
damage to stock/forend
•
‍ 
damage to barrels
•
‍ 
damage to ribs
•
‍ 
presence of choke tubes (as necessary)
•
‍ 
condition of action/breach


Check that the ammunition is appropriate for shotgun and sporting context in terms of:
•
‍ 
chamber length
•
‍ 
proof
•
‍ 
shot size and type
•
‍ 
gauge
•
‍ 
game dealer requirements
•
‍ 
nation-specific legislation
•
‍ 
codes of practice


Prepare the shotgun for the shooting process within context in terms of:
•
‍ 
single-gun use
•
‍ 
double-gun use

Scope/range related to performance criteria

​


Glossary

​


Wildlife management area – any area of land used for the provision of game-shooting activities


Participants – individuals participating in the shooting activity


Gun - participant in shooting activities


Game – any legal quarry species in the nation in which the shoot takes place. The legal restrictions for shooting “small game” differs in each of the four UK nations and should be checked with the relevant national authority.


National authority controlling shooting activities:
•
‍ 
England – DEFRA
•
‍ 
Northern Ireland – NI Environment Agency
•
‍ 
Scotland – NatureScot
•
‍ 
Wales – Natural Resources Wales
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