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Overview

​


This standard is about planning a croft or smallholding.


All crofts are regulated by the Crofting Commission. Both tenant and owner-occupier crofters have a duty to: 
Smallholdings in the UK are generally regarded as having a land area of less than 50 acres (20 hectares). Like crofts, common uses of smallholdings are mixed crops, livestock and woodland management.


Before setting up your croft or smallholding you need to be clear what you hope to achieve from the venture. Do you want to run it as a business to create an in-come stream, for improved self-sufficiency or simply for pleasure? You will need to consider if you want to make it your home, how it will fit in with your lifestyle and that of your family, why you want to take on what may be a major change in your life, and if you will really enjoy it.  You might be able to explore your idea on a short training course or “taster” day, or by volunteering on a farm, to give you some basic, practical experience, to see if it is feasible for you.


What taking on a croft or smallholding involves: 


This standard is for anyone considering setting up a croft or smallholding.

Performance criteria

You must be able to:

​



Knowledge and understanding

You need to know and understand:

​




Glossary

​


Legal requirements and business obligations including: 


Information and advice could be obtained from e.g. 
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