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Make copies of cultural heritage 

Overview

This standard is about making copies of cultural heritage. Cultural heritage can refer to 
objects that are on display or in storage or to historic buildings, structures, sites, 
settings or their components.  Copies can be replicas, surrogates, representations, 3D 
scans or other digital representations. Copies can be made to:

aid access, interpretation or research,•

to protect cultural heritage from unnecessary handling or use, or•

raise revenue through selling•

inspect and monitor objects on display, in storage or in situ' for instance if they are in 
or part of a historic building or site.

•

It includes agreeing requirements, using appropriate techniques, tools and materials to 
produce copies, maintaining the integrity and security of both cultural heritage and 
copies and recording relevant information.

This standard is for anyone who is involved with producing copies of cultural heritage.
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Performance criteria

You must be able to:

1. agree the requirements for making copies with appropriate people
2. use appropriate techniques, materials and equipment to make copies
3. make sufficiently accurate copies according to need and resources
4. ensure the condition and security of copies is maintained
5. maintain the integrity of the cultural heritage being copied during the process
6. ensure that any cultural heritage that has been removed is returned to suitable 
locations and conditions post-operation
7. record how and why copies were made in organisational systems
8. use accepted methods to ensure that copies can be distinguished from originals
9. record the purpose and provenance of copies when required
10. record the care and maintenance requirements of copies in organisational 
systems when designed for long term use
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Knowledge and understanding

You need to know and understand:

1. how replicas or representations can be useful
2. sources of information on requirements for cultural heritage copies
3. required materials and equipment for the method of copying being used and how 
to use them including for replicas, surrogates, representations, 3D scans and other 
digital representations
4. how to make a replica or representation to the required standard and format 
ensuring the safety of the original
5. methods to distinguish copies from originals
6. the appropriate condition and security requirements of copies
7. organisational procedures for recording replicas or representations and their 
purpose, including marking, methods and materials of manufacture
8. the types of documentation system used, how to operate them, the main 
differences between digital and manual systems and possible problems with them
9. how to care for and maintain replicas or representations and keep appropriate 
records
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